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You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, 

or level of doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, 

race, ethnicity, or primary language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual 

orientation. We welcome you whether you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy 

baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether you are an inquisitive young adult, 

exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a relationship, married, 

divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or anything 

else. ​We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or 

passing by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who 

worship every week or just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special 

welcome to those who could use a prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in 

faith through worship, study, and friendship. We welcome you as we seek to make a difference 

through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in need, and committing to racial 

equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are and wherever you 

are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here. 
  

 
+ GATHERING + 

 
 

Prelude 
​ “Behold, a Rose is Blooming”​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Johannes Brahms 
 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
L:​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,☩ one God, who alone does  

wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things, who forgives all  
who come with repenting hearts, 

C:​ Amen. 
 
L:​ Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 



L:​ God for whom we wait, 
C:​ Prince of Peace, the wars and rumors of wars betray our tendency toward violence  

and our destructive and dehumanizing ways. We deserve your judgement and 
condemnation. Yet, you remain faithful, a steadfast source of hope amid our 
sinfulness. Holy God, turn us from evil. Return us to Christ and his path of peace. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 
L:​ God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy  

Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. For, anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old  
life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace, 

C:​ Amen. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 
 



Greeting: 
 
L:​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: ​ And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie:  

 



Prayer of the Day: 
 
L:​ Let us pray together...  
C:​ Savior God, guide us by your Word and Spirit that we might hear your truth, heed your  

Call, and journey through this season of Advent together, until you come again. Amen. 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: 
 
L:​ Light one candle for hope. Because the world is broken and the wait so long, but hope 
​ just won’t let go. Hope holds space for all our longings, lingers on the edge of harsh 
​ reality like the dawn gently awakening the sky. “Keep awake,” she whispers, “for the 
​ world is being made new.” So we light one candle, because it only takes one: 
C:​ Christ is with us. 
 
L:​ O God, we light the first candle of Advent. We kindle it with hope. We long for you to 

come to our world once more, to break through and reign with compassion and justice. 
 

The prophet Isaiah cried out to God to tear open heaven and come down. He called 
God’s people to do right. Isaiah called them to be refashioned like clay by God, the 
potter. This Advent, we call out to God. 

C:​ Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps us from you. We ask 
​ for your mercy. And we ask that you reform us in your image. This Advent, visit us  
​ with your justice, love, and peace. Amen.  
 
 

+ WORD + 
 

 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
L:​ The first reading is from the Prophet Jeremiah, the 33rd chapter.  
 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time, I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 
those days, Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​ C:​ Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 33: 12-22​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  setting by Joseph W. A. Myers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
L:​ The second reading is from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, the 3rd chapter. 
 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10 Night and day, we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound 
in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 
L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​  
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  

 
 

 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44 
 
L:​ The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter 
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,but 
only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 
as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 
 
L:​ This is the Gospel of the Lord.​  
C:​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon: Advent Hope​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Pastor Emily Sutphin 
 
 

 



Hymn of the Day: Comfort, Comfort, O My People 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Apostles’ Creed:  
 
L:       ​Let us make a public profession of our faith together, reflecting on the love of God in 

Christ Jesus. 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
​ ​ ​ creator of heaven and earth.  
​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
​ ​ ​ He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
​ ​ ​ ​ and born of the virgin Mary.  
​ ​ ​ He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ ​ ​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried.  
​ ​ ​ He descended to the dead. 
​ ​ ​ On the third day he rose again.  
​ ​ ​ He ascended into heaven,  
​ ​ ​ ​ and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
​ ​ ​ He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
​ ​ ​ the holy catholic Church,  
​ ​ ​ the communion of saints,  
​ ​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ the resurrection of the body,  
​ ​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Longing for the Light Litany: 
 
L:​ Christ is coming! He is coming to make all things new! Eternal God, during this  

season of Advent, help us prepare ourselves for Christ’s return. As we wait and  
watch for the coming of the light of Christ into the world, let us pray for all who  
are longing for hope and healing.  

​ Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

 



L:​ As the days grow short and the nights loom long, we praise you for these seasonal  
reminders that there is time for work and for rest. For those of us who know warm  
homes and soft places to sleep, we give thanks for these precious gifts. We pray  
for those who are unhoused and those whose homes are unsafe or financially 
insecure. May all your children get the rest they need to thrive. God of our 
salvation, 

C:​ hear our prayer of hope. 
 
L:​ While divisiveness and conflict plague us, Holy God, we focus on the generosity,  

kindness and care you encourage within us. As we contemplate the vulnerability  
of Christ, born a fragile infant in a violent world, let us drop our facades and the  
masks of strength we hide behind. May this season of Advent prepare us to  
celebrate the strength that can be found in weakness and the power held in  
humility and love. God of our salvation,  

C:​ hear our prayer of hope. 
 
L:​ As your people gather in homes and churches to celebrate this season, let us be  

reminded of all the reasons we have to rejoice in you. Let us be reminded of your 
comforting presence, of your gentleness and love, of your peace which passes all 
understanding. Guard our hearts and minds this Advent, Savior God, so we can 
rejoice over your faithfulness through Jesus Christ our Lord. God of our salvation,  

C:​ hear our prayer of hope. 
 
L:​ We pray for those who this holiday season does not bring joy. We pray for those  

longing for the light to break the darkness. We pray that, in these days of waiting, 
our burdens may be lightened, the chaos of this world be calmed, and the hope of  
God’s promise be restored.  

C:​ Amen.   
 

 

The Peace of Christ:  
 
L:​ The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:​ And also with you.  
 
L:​ Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.  
 

 



Offertory Anthem 
​ Looking for the Light​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         Ruth Elaine Schram​
​ ​ ​  

 
You are welcome to use this QR code if you wish to donate online, 
or to go to our church website. 

 
 
Doxology & Offertory Prayer: 

 
 
L:​ Let us pray. Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these gifts and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in 
need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C:​ Amen. 
 

 



+​ MEAL  + 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: 
  
L:​ The Lord be with you. 
C:​ And also with you. 
L:​ Lift up your hearts. 
C:​ We lift them to the Lord. 
L:​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
The Proper Preface:​

 
L:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the 
world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



L:​ In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
L: ​ Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

L: ​ Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim 
the mystery of faith:  

 
C: ​ Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again! 
 
L:​ We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 

people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

C:​ Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer: 
 
L:​ Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 ​ Our Father, who art in heaven,  
​ hallowed be thy name,  
​ thy kingdom come,  
​ thy will be done,  
​ on earth as it is in heaven.  
​ Give us this day our daily bread;  
​ and forgive us our trespasses,  
​ as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
​ and lead us not into temptation,  
​ but deliver us from evil.  
​ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
​ forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Invitation to Communion:  
 
L:​ Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
 

Communion Song:​ 
​ Let Us Break Bread Together​ ​ ​ ​ ​        African-American Spiritual 

 

 

Prayer after Communion: 

 
L:​ Let us pray. 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:​ Amen. 

 
 
Announcements 
 

 
+ SENDING + 

 
 
Benediction: 
 
L:​ Go out into the world in hope,  

Seek and embody peace,  
Serve the Lord your God with joy, 
And love all people. 

C:​ Amen. 
 



Sending Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel, 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Dismissal: 
 
L:​ Christ is near. Grow in faith, make a difference, be open to all! 
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude 
​ Fugue in E minor​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  J. S. Bach 
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Happy Birthday to: Christopher Ertelt (12/1) 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
Celebrating Pastor Emily 
The Social Ministry committee will be hosting a light lunch following the service today to 
celebrate Pastor Emily's time with us. Please join us to thank her for her service and to wish 
her the best going forward.  
 
Meet & Greet with Pastoral Candidate Jessica Zurcher 
We will be hosting a meet and greet with our Pastoral Candidate - Jessica Zurcher - on 
Saturday, December 6th, from 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. in the CLC at the church. Light 
refreshments will be served courtesy of the Social Ministry committee, so please come out to 
say hello and chat with Jessica! 
 
Congregational Vote 
The formal congregational vote to install Jessica Zurcher as our new Pastor will take place 
immediately following the worship service on Sunday, December 7th. Please plan to attend to 
support Jessica and to cast your vote; we will not be able to record votes over Zoom for this 
appointment. 
 

 



Don & Nancy Hall Turkey Event - THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all friends and family of Holy Trinity who participated in the Don and Nancy Hall 
Turkey Event. On Monday, 200 turkeys were distributed to our beloved friends who use the 
Grace Food Bank. Over 20 Grace Volunteers, Dorothy, Bruce, Laura and Pastor Emily 
represented Holy Trinity. We were truly blessed to be a blessing to others this Thanksgiving! 
 
Decorating the Sanctuary - Friday, December 19th, 6pm - 8pm  
Please join us on Friday December 19th from 6-8pm for a great time of fellowship as we 
decorate and beautify our building for Christmas! There will be plenty of things you can help 
with!  
 
Poinsettias - orders due Sunday, December 14th 
We are continuing our tradition of decorating the sanctuary with poinsettias ($10.50) and 
wreaths ($20.50 each) this Christmas season. If you are interested in memorializing a 
poinsettia plant or wreath, please email the church office at holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com, 
send via snail mail, or drop in the church collection plate the following information: 
 
your name 
how you would like your memorialization to appear in the bulletin (in loving memory of or in 
honor of) 
number of wreaths 
number of plants 
amount of your purchase 
 
Checks can be made out to Holy Trinity with a note in the memo line "poinsettia/wreath". 
Please drop off or mail checks to Holy Trinity, 196 Woodbine Ave., Narberth, PA 19072. If you 
prefer to pay online, please use our donation button on our homepage, holytrinitynarberth.org 
and notify Dale in the office that you have paid for the order this way. Thank you!  
 
Staying informed 
If you have an upcoming event or announcement and wish to include an article in our weekly 
newsletter, please reach out to the church office. 
 

 



Holy Trinity’s Prayer List 
​ Jan Doan 
 

 
Friends and Relatives 
Bettina Chavanne (friend of the McCluskeys) 
Fran Gebhart 
Sharon Neall (Hall family member) 
Beth Brady (Kristine DelMonte’s co-worker)​
Norma DelMonte (Tom’s mother) 
The Houghs (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Linda Baldi-Boyd 
Marbury Hooey 
John & Rosemary (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Annette Steiger (Dave Steiger’s sister) 
Margie (Jan Doan’s friend) 
Joseph Davis 
Danelle VanInstendal (friend of the Steigers) 
Heinrich Mengel (cousin of the Hoffmann Family) 
Louise Jackson (cousin of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Fran (friend of Dorothy McCluskey) 
Tara Echelmeier Dolan (friend of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Ann Dixon (friend of the Hoffmans) 
Darby Rinkel (great-niece of the Steigers) 
David Segermark (Kristine DelMonte’s father) 
Jane S. (friend of Pat Brubaker) 
Ken Ackerman (Carl Ackerman’s father) 
Grace Vanartsdalen (friend of Bruce and Dorothy 
​ McCluskey) 
Ken Molchanow (brother of Stan Molchanow) 
Ellen Mitchell (sister of Mary Williamson) 
Bob Fuhrmeister (grandson of Bob Catherman) 
Anthony Fuhrmeister (great-grandson of Bob 

Catherman) 
Steve Crews (Kim’s father)  
The Lim family (friends of the Princes)  
Cheryl Kurpiel and Family ( friends of the Frye 
​ family) 
Cestare family (Extended family of Kim) 
Bob Gamble (friend of Bruce & Dorothy 

​ McCluskey’s) 
 
 

Joe Prince & Greg Savoy (loved ones of the  
Princes) 

Deborah deHeyman and family (friends of Holy 
Trinity) 

Nancy & Tom (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Katy Olsen (Pat Brubaker’s niece) 
Lori Chambers (friend of Mark and Dee Jaye Frye) 
Laurie & Wayne (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
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