
 
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2025, 10:00 p.m. 

196 Woodbine Avenue, Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
Office Phone: (610) 664-5503, Office E-mail: holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 

 Website: holytrinitynarberth.org; Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Narberth 
Jessica Zurcher, Pastor-elect - pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org 

Dale Morris, Office Manager - holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 
Christopher Ertelt, Music Director 

Christmas Eve Choir: Dawn Falato, Sean Malloy, Amanda Shaffern, Mack Schmitz, Peter Schmitz 
with Brittney Marquand Sedgwick, soprano, and Mia Venezia, harp  



You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, 

or level of doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, 

race, ethnicity, or primary language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual 

orientation. We welcome you whether you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy 

baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether you are an inquisitive young adult, 

exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a relationship, married, 

divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or anything 

else. ​We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or 

passing by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who 

worship every week or just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special 

welcome to those who could use a prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in 

faith through worship, study, and friendship. We welcome you as we seek to make a difference 

through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in need, and committing to racial 

equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are and wherever you 

are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here. 
 
 

+ GATHERING + 
 
 
Prelude (beginning around 9:30 pm): 

 
Concert Variations on “O Tannenbaum”​ ​ ​ ​ arr. Carlos Salzedo 
 
Carol-Prelude on “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” ​ ​ Robert Elmore 
 
In the Bleak Midwinter ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Harold Darke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mariä Wiegenlied (Mary’s Lullaby)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Max Reger 
 

Mary sits by the rose bower 
And rocks her little Jesus, 
Softly through the leaves 
The warm wind of summer blows. 
 
A brightly coloured bird 
Sings at her feet: 
Go to sleep, sweet child, 
It’s time to go to sleep! 
 
Your smile is lovely, 
Your happy sleep lovelier still, 
Lay your tired little head 
Against your mother’s breast! 
Go to sleep, sweet child, 
It’s time to go to sleep! 

 
Star of Christmas​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Pepper Choplin 
 
In dulci jubilo​ ​ ​ ​ ​           ​​ ​ settings by J. S Bach 

and Marcel Dupré 
 
A Christmas Canon ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ J. Pachelbel/Trad. English Carol, 

arr. Janet Jackson Witman 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
L: ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 

C: ​ Amen. 



L: ​ Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
L: ​ Reconciling God, 
C: ​ we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 

 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
 

L: ​ God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 
☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 

C: ​ Amen. 
 
 

 



Gathering Hymn: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful 

 
 
Greeting: 
 
L:​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: ​ And also with you. 
 



Hymn of Praise: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day: 
 
L:​ Let us pray together...  
C:​ Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



+ WORD + 
 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7  
L:​ The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah, the 9th chapter.  
 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
L: ​ Word of God, word of life. 
C: ​ Thanks be to God! 



Anthem: ​ ​ ​  

​ Personent hodie ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Piae Cantiones, 1582, arr. Gustav Holst 
 
 
The Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
L:​ The second reading is from the letter of Titus, the 2nd chapter.  
 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
L: ​ Word of God, word of life. 
C: ​ Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) 

 
 



Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20      
 
L:​ The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.​  
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
 

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, 
for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

[15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child 
lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.] 
 
L: ​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: ​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon:​ Jessica Zurcher, Pastor-elect 
 



Hymn of the Day: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 

 
 
 
 

 



Apostles’ Creed:  
 
L:       ​Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith: 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
​ ​ ​ creator of heaven and earth.  
​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
​ ​ ​ He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
​ ​ ​ ​ and born of the virgin Mary.  
​ ​ ​ He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ ​ ​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried.  
​ ​ ​ He descended to the dead. 
​ ​ ​ On the third day he rose again.  
​ ​ ​ He ascended into heaven,  
​ ​ ​ ​ and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
​ ​ ​ He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
​ ​ ​ the holy catholic Church,  
​ ​ ​ the communion of saints,  
​ ​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ the resurrection of the body,  
​ ​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People: 
 
L: ​ Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and  

all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

L:​ Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before  
the manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the 
news of your coming. Hear us, O God. 

C: ​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L: ​ Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the  

roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy  
night. Hear us, O God. 

C: ​ Your mercy is great. 



L: ​ Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet,  
and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into 
plowshares (especially in Ukraine, Gaza, and Sudan). Hear us, O God. 

C: ​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L: ​ Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the  

world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or  
struggling (especially…). Hear us, O God. 

C: ​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L: ​ Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing 

ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for 
youth seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. 

C: ​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L: ​ Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in  

the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
C: ​ Your mercy is great. 
 
L: ​ With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,  

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: ​ Amen. 
 
 
 

 



Carol:​ Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 
 
The Peace of Christ:  
 
L:​ The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:​ And also with you.  
 
L:​ Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.  
 
Offertory Anthem 
​ Sussex Carol​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  arr. Dale Wood 

 
 
You are welcome to use this QR code if you wish to donate online or to go to our church website. 



Doxology: 

 
 
 
Offertory Prayer: 
 
L:​ Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 

bring the riches of your grace. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 

C:​ Amen. 
 

 
+MEAL+ 

 
The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
L:​ The Lord be with you. 
C:​ And also with you. 
L:​ Lift up your hearts. 
C:​ We lift them to the Lord. 
L:​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 



The Proper Preface: 
 
L:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In 
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a 
new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be 
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L:​ Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of 

creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your 
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are 
you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made 
flesh. 

 
​ In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith:  

 
 
 
 
L:​ With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 

truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. 

C:​ Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
L:​ Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 

flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C:​ Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
L:​ All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the  

Most High, one God, now and forever. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer: 
L:​ Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 ​ Our Father, who art in heaven,  
​ hallowed be thy name,  
​ thy kingdom come,  
​ thy will be done,  
​ on earth as it is in heaven.  
​ Give us this day our daily bread;  
​ and forgive us our trespasses,  
​ as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
​ and lead us not into temptation,  
​ but deliver us from evil.  
​ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
​ forever and ever. Amen. 



Invitation to Communion:  
 

L:​ The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine. Come meet Christ in this 
meal.  

C:​ Amen. 
 
 

Communion Song: 
O Holy Night  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Adophe Adam 

 
 
Prayer after Communion: 

 
L:​ Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in  

our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.  

C:​ Amen. 
 
 
 
Announcements 

 
 

+ SENDING + 
 
 
Benediction: 
 
L:​ The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 
☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

C:​ Amen. 
 
 

 



Song: Silent Night (ELW 281) 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and  
child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
  ​  

Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven  
afar, 
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

  ​  

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your 
holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming 
grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
 
 
Dismissal: 
 
L:​ Glory to God in the highest! 
C: ​ And peace to God’s people on earth! 
L: ​ Go in peace, grow in faith, make a difference, be open to all. Rejoice in the birth of Christ 

our Savior! 
C:​ Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 



Sending Hymn: Joy to the World (ELW 267) 

 
 
 
Postlude 
​ Carillon de Westminster​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Louis Vierne 
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Christmas poinsettia plants given by: 
 
Pat Brubaker in memory of those loved ones who are no longer here and in celebration of 
those who are.  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Gloria Eichner in loving memory of The Rev. Orion Eichner, Martin and Oriana.  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Anne & Ben Hoffman in loving memory of their parents and sister, Louise. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
The Engelhard Family in memory of Gramma and Grampa Brunner, Jeanne Brunner, Fran Keilt, 
Tommy Cestare, Doris Jane and Pastor Harvey. 
 
The Engelhard Family in honor of AJ and Royce Engelhard. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Mark & Dee Jaye Frye in honor of Christine Frye, Brendan and Josephine Sozer. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Mark & Dee Jaye Frye in memory of their parents, Mary Ann Mullany, Henry Frye, and Robert 
and Doris Jane Starankovic. 
 
In memory of “GG”, her great-grandmother, Doris Jane Starankovic, given by Josephine Grace 
Sozer. 
 
Bruce & Dorothy McCluskey In honor of their grandchildren, Liam, Maya and Luke. 
 
Karen Prince in honor of the Prince, Hnizdo, and Tretina Families. 
 
Susan Snow & Barry Amole in memory of their parents, Kathryn and Charles Westman and 
Clifton and Lidalee Amole. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
In Loving Memory of Grandma Doris and Pa, given by their grandchildren, Emma, William, Noel 
House. 
 
Emy House Starankovic in Loving Memory of Grandma Emma & Grandpa Charlie, Grandma & 
Grandpa S. 
 
 
Christmas wreaths given by: 
 
Pat Brubaker in memory of those loved ones who are no longer here and in celebration of 
those who are.  
 
 



Memorial Garden wreath given by: 
 
Bob Catherman in memory of Eleanor Crissman and Jay Catherman. 
 
 
Christmas wreaths above the altar given by: 
 
Mark & Dee Jaye Frye in memory of Bob and Doris Jane Starankovic. 
 
 
The Christmas Tree: 
 
In memory of Charles & Kathryn Westman given by the Michael Simms family, Aaron Simms 
family, Karl Westman, Susan Snow and Barry Amole. 
 
 
 

 
 

​ ​  
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