
  
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 
 

196 Woodbine Avenue, Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
Office Phone: (610) 664-5503, Office E-mail: holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 

Website: holytrinitynarberth.org; Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Narberth 
Rev. Jessica Zurcher, Pastor - pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org 

Dale Morris, Office Manager - holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 
Christopher Ertelt, Music Director 

 

 



You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, or level of 

doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, race, ethnicity, or primary 

language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation. We welcome you whether 

you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether 

you are an inquisitive young adult, exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a 

relationship, married, divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or 

anything else. ​We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or passing 

by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who worship every week or 

just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special welcome to those who could use a 

prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in faith through worship, study, and friendship. We 

welcome you as we seek to make a difference through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in 

need, and committing to racial equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are 

and wherever you are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here. 
 

+ GATHERING + 
 
 
Prelude:   
​ Adagio (Sonata No. 1)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Felix Mendelssohn 
 
 
Welcome 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
L:​ Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
L:​ Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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L:​ Compassionate God, 
C:​ we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

L:​ Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Creator, ☩ Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

C:​ Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 

 
 
 
Greeting: 
 
 L:​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C:​ And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
L:​ Let us pray together...   
C:​ O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.  

Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 
 
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
L:​ A reading from 1 Kings, the 19th chapter. 

 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 

pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been 
very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also 
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of 
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will 
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.” 

 

L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​  
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm Psalm 85:8-13 
The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse. 

 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
 

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15 
L:​ A reading from Romans, the 10th chapter. 

 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does 
it say? 

 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the 
mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 
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  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​  
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

 
 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33 
L:​ The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea 

of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 
fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to 
sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
L:​ The Gospel of the Lord. ​ ​ ​  
C:​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon: Rev. Jessica Zurcher 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 
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Apostles’ Creed:  
 
L:       ​With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
​ ​ creator of heaven and earth.  
​  
​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 
​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 
​ ​ he descended to the dead. 
​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 
​ ​ he ascended into heaven,  
​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
​ ​ and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
​ ​ the holy catholic church,  
​ ​ the communion of saints,  
​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, ​ ​  
​ ​ the resurrection of the body,  
​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
L:​ With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. 
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its 
faithful witness. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer.  
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L:​ For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its 
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our 
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of 

authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike 
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving 

presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God, 
C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 

turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, 
calm voice. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, 

that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:​ Amen. 
 

 
The Peace of Christ:  
 
L:​ The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:​ And also with you.  
 
L:​ Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.  
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Anthem: 
​ Show Us Your Mercy, O Lord (Psalm 85)​ ​ ​ ​          Joseph W. A. Myers 
 

 
You are welcome to give by scanning the QR code, by visiting our church website, or by placing your 

offering in the offering plate. We are inviting you to give financially out of your heart and love for 
God. Our giving is a spiritual practice as part of our faith and discipleship. 

 
 

Offering Song and Prayer: We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands, and the offering song is sung by all. 

 
 
L:​ Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave themself for 
us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:​ Amen. 
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+ MEAL + 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
L:​ The Lord be with you. 
C:​ And also with you. 
L:​ Lift up your hearts. 
C:​ We lift them to the Lord. 
L:​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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L:​ Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer: 
 
L:​ Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

All are welcome to receive communion. Those online will be communed first. Then, ushers will dismiss 
you by row to come forward for communion. You may proceed down the center aisle to the front, where 
you may receive bread to dip into the cup. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice cups are available for 
those who prefer them. If you are unable to come forward but desire to receive, please let the usher 
know so that the Eucharist may be brought to you. If you do not wish to commune, you are welcome to 
come forward to receive a blessing and may indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest when 
you approach the minister. After you have received communion, please return to your seat using the 
side aisles. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion:  
 

L:​ Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song:  
​ All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Columbian Harmony, 1825 
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Prayer after Communion: 
 
L:​ Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C:​ Amen. 
 
 

+ SENDING + 
 
 
Benediction: 
 
L:​ Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

C:​ Amen. 
 

16 



Sending Hymn: When Peace Like a River (ELW 785) 

 
 
Dismissal: 
 
L:​ Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude: 
​ “Little” Fugue in C​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     J. S. Bach 

​ From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43469  CCLI License #11289127 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Eichner Chapel Prayer Candle will burn for the week of August 9th in honor of Mark and 
Dee Jaye Frye's 40th Wedding Anniversary. It was held at Holy Trinity on this day 40 years ago.  
 
 
Happy Birthday to: Mary Schall (8/9), Bob Catherman (8/14), and Catherine Sargent (8/15). 
 
 
Giving Garden - Fall Planting - Saturday, August 15th 
Our fall planting day is Saturday August 15th at 9:30am. No special garden knowledge is 
required! All are welcome even if you haven’t been able to participate earlier in the season. 
  
We continue to harvest Wednesday mornings at 8am. Please join in as your schedules allow. 
 
Lector/Reader volunteers needed 
Thank you to everyone who signed up to lector and read during the summer! Since this system 
is working well, we will continue using it moving forward. 
 
If you know when you will be worshiping with us and would like to lector/read, 
please use this QR code or contact Dale in the church office at 610-664-5503 or 
holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued willingness to serve!  
 
Giving Garden 
We continue to harvest every Wednesday at 8am. Just bring your garden gloves and whatever 
hand tools you may want for digging and harvesting. All are welcome as your schedules permit.    
 
Building/Community Safety Training 
The Narberth Havurah is inviting Holy Trinity’s community members to attend two important 
safety trainings led by a security expert from the Secure Community Network. Trainings will be 
held at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on August 25 and 27, 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

August 25: Active Threat Training 
August 27: Guardian Training (especially helpful for those greeting people at the door) 

The intention is to be proactive and comprehensive, both in terms of prevention and response 
for the rare chance of an incident arising. For additional details, please contact Pastor Jessica. 
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Ways to Meet with Pastor Jessica 
As your pastor, I'm here to listen, pray, and walk alongside you in faith. To schedule a meeting, 
visit calendly.com/pastorjessica, or feel free to call/text 301-412-8989, or email 
pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org. You can also catch me after worship. Whether you have 
a question, need pastoral care, or would simply like to chat, I'd love to hear from you. 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity’s Prayer List 
Jan Doan 
 

 
 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Bettina Chavanne (friend of the McCluskeys) 
Sharon Neall (Hall family member) 
Beth Brady (Kristine DelMonte’s co-worker)​
Norma DelMonte (Tom’s mother) 
The Houghs (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Linda Baldi-Boyd 
Marbury Hooey 
John & Rosemary (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Margie (Jan Doan’s friend) 
Joseph Davis 
Heinrich Mengel (cousin of the Hoffmann 

Family) 
Louise Jackson (cousin of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Fran (friend of Dorothy McCluskey) 
Tara Echelmeier Dolan (friend of Julie 

Ackerman) 
Mary Ann Dixon (friend of the Hoffmans) 
David Segermark (Kristine DelMonte’s father) 
Jane S. (friend of Pat Brubaker) 
Ken Ackerman (Carl Ackerman’s father) 
Grace Vanartsdalen (friend of Bruce and 
Dorothy McCluskey) 
Ellen Mitchell (sister of Mary Williamson) 
Steve Crews (Kim’s father)  

The Lim family (friends of the Princes)  
Cheryl Kurpiel and Family (friends of the 

Frye Family) 
Cestare family (Extended family of Kim) 
Bob Gamble (friend of Bruce & Dorothy 

McCluskey) 
Joe Prince & Greg Savoy (loved ones of 

the Princes) 
Deborah deHeyman and family (friends 

of Holy Trinity) 
Lori Chambers (friend of Mark and Dee 

Jaye Frye) 
Laurie & Wayne (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Bob Fuhrmeister (grandson of Bob 

Catherman) 
David Rovner (friend of Holy Trinity) 
Butch & Jackye (cousins of Pat Brubaker) 
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