Holy lrinity

LUTHERAN CHURCH
NARBERTH

Grﬂwina in Faith - I"-'Iakin,g a Difference - Dpen to All

Baptism of our Lord

January 11, 2026
196 Woodbine Avenue, Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072
Office Phone: (610) 664-5503, Office E-mail: holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com
Website: holytrinitynarberth.org; Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Narberth
Jessica Zurcher, Pastor-elect - pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org
Dale Morris, Office Manager - holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com

Christopher Ertelt, Music Director
Virtual choir: Meredith Beck, Emily Bigelow, Lauren Cupples, Christopher Ertelt, Dawn Falato, Elizabeth Fenton,
Sarah Gliko, Paul V. Patanella, Brittney Marquand Sedgwick, Daniel Smith, Rob Tucker



You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, or level of
doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, race, ethnicity, or primary
language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation. We welcome you whether
you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether
you are an inquisitive young adult, exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a
relationship, married, divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or
anything else. We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or passing
by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who worship every week or
just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special welcome to those who could use a
prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in faith through worship, study, and friendship. We
welcome you as we seek to make a difference through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in
need, and committing to racial equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are
and wherever you are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here.

+ GATHERING +

Prelude
“Jesus Makes My Heart Rejoice” Robert EImore

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness:

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C: Amen.

L: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.



O

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423)
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.

grace our spir-its will de-1liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

Greeting:

L:

C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Hymn of Praise:
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This 1s the feast

All

of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - Iu
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Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

whose blood

set us
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free to be peo-ple of God.
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Pow - er and nich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-1y are his.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
_Q_EIJ. | I i
4 | :
L !
P —
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia

Prayer of the Day:

L

Let us pray together...

O God, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to
their calling to be your children, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



+ WORD +

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
L: The first reading is from the prophet Isaiah, the 42nd chapter.
'Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
> He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
3a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
*He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

>Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
®] am the Lord; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8] am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
?See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 29
The Psalm will be read responsively by verse.

! Ascribe to the Lorb, you gods,
ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Loro the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness.
*The voice of the Lorp is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lorp is upon the mighty waters.
*The voice of the Loro is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lorp is a voice of splendor.
>The voice of the Lorp breaks the cedar trees;
the Lorp breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
®the Loro makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the Lorp
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
® The voice of the Lorp shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
°The voice of the Loro makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
°The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the Loro sits enthroned as king forevermore.
10 Loro, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lorp, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43
L: The second reading is from Acts, the 10th chapter.

** Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, *> but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is
acceptable to him. *® You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *” That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him. 3* We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, *° but God raised him on the third



day and allowed him to appear, ** not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. *He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living
and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17
L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

3 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. **John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” > But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. ** And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God'’s Spirit descending like a dove and
alighting on him. Y And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom | am well pleased.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Jessica Zurcher, Pastor-elect



Hymn of the Day: When Jesus Came to Jordan ELW 305
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1 When Je - sus came to Jor - dan to be bap-tized by  John,
2 He came to share temp - ta - tion, our ut - most woe and loss,
3 Come, Ho - ly Spir - it, aid us to keep the vows we  make;
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he did not come for par - don but as the Sin-less One.
for us and our sal - va - tion to die up - on the cross.
this ver -y day in - wvade us, and ev-’ry bond-age break.
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He came to share re - pen - tance with all who mourn their sins,
So when the dove de - scend-ed on  him, the Son of Man,
Come, give our lives di - rec - tion, the  gift we cov-et most:
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to  speak the vi - tal sen - tence with which good news be - gins.

the hid - den years had end - ed, the age of grace be - gan.
to share the res - ur - rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost.



Apostles’ Creed:

L:
C:

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People:

L:

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

C:

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim
hope in a broken world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an
urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of
violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from
persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those
seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are
grieving or ill. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ
by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those
who are homebound. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who
have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

The Peace of Christ:

The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.
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Offertory Anthem

| Am the Light of Nations (Yo soy la luz del mundo) arr. Hal H. Hopson
You are welcome to use this QR code if you wish to donate online, or to go to fﬁ%{jﬁ%
our church website. O s

Doxology & Offertory Prayer:
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow: praise  God.  all
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heav'n - |y host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

L: God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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+ MEAL +

The Great Thanksgiving:

L: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christis r1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your

church, without end.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer:

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion:

L: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C: Amen.

Communion Song:
O Spirit of Life J. S. Bach

Prayer after Communion:

L: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in

the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Announcements
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+ SENDING +

Benediction:
L: The God of all grace * bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)
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I The Spir -it sends us forth to  serve; we g0 in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
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to the poor, God’s fa -  vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we go in Je - sus’  name.
Dismissal:
L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Grow in faith, make a difference, be open to all.

C: Thanks be to God!



Postlude
“Little” Prelude and Fuguein F J. S. Bach

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43469 CCLI License #11289127

Happy Birthday to: Carl Ackerman (1/15)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mission Endowment Fund Suggestion Box

The Mission Endowment Fund team will be meeting soon to discuss recipients. And while the
team makes the final selections, YOU get to choose the possible recipients! Put any
suggestions you might have in our suggestion box in the sanctuary or email
holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com. Thank you.

Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25th

On the 25th after worship, we will be gathering as a congregation to discuss the year 2025 and
look forward to how we can grow in faith, make a difference, and be open to all in 2026. Join
us in-person if you can, but as usual those on Zoom will have voice and vote as well.

Staying informed
If you have an upcoming event or announcement and wish to include an article in our weekly
newsletter, please reach out to the church office.
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Holy Trinity’s Prayer List
Jan Doan
Ben Hoffman

Friends and Relatives

Bettina Chavanne (friend of the McCluskeys)

Sharon Neall (Hall family member)

Beth Brady (Kristine DelMonte’s co-worker)

Norma DelMonte (Tom’s mother)

The Houghs (friends of Pat Brubaker)

Linda Baldi-Boyd

Marbury Hooey

John & Rosemary (friends of Pat Brubaker)

Margie (Jan Doan’s friend)

Joseph Davis

Heinrich Mengel (cousin of the Hoffmann Family)
Louise Jackson (cousin of Julie Ackerman)

Mary Fran (friend of Dorothy McCluskey)

Tara Echelmeier Dolan (friend of Julie Ackerman)
Mary Ann Dixon (friend of the Hoffmans)

David Segermark (Kristine DelMonte’s father)

Jane S. (friend of Pat Brubaker)

Ken Ackerman (Carl Ackerman’s father)

Grace Vanartsdalen (friend of Bruce and Dorothy McCluskey)
Ellen Mitchell (sister of Mary Williamson)

Bob Fuhrmeister (grandson of Bob Catherman)
Anthony Fuhrmeister (great-grandson of Bob Catherman)
Steve Crews (Kim’s father)

The Lim family (friends of the Princes)

Cheryl Kurpiel and Family (friends of the Frye Family)
Cestare family (Extended family of Kim)

Bob Gamble (friend of Bruce & Dorothy McCluskey)
Joe Prince & Greg Savoy (loved ones of the Princes)
Deborah deHeyman and family (friends of Holy Trinity)
Katy Olsen (Pat Brubaker’s niece)

Lori Chambers (friend of Mark and Dee Jaye Frye)
Laurie & Wayne (friends of Pat Brubaker)
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