
  
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

 
 

Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday   
April 5, 2026 

196 Woodbine Avenue, Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
Office Phone: (610) 664-5503, Office E-mail: holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 

Website: holytrinitynarberth.org; Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Narberth 
Rev. Jessica Zurcher, Pastor - pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org 

Dale Morris, Office Manager - holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com 
Christopher Ertelt, Music Director 

Easter choir: Carl Ackerman, Daniel Ackerman, Anne Bragg, Dawn Falato, Sean Malloy, 
Heather Plank, Brittney Marquand Sedgwick, Rob Tucker 

with Charlie Wolfe, trumpet 

 



You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, or level of 

doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, race, ethnicity, or primary 

language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation. We welcome you whether 

you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether 

you are an inquisitive young adult, exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a 

relationship, married, divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or 

anything else. ​We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or passing 

by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who worship every week or 

just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special welcome to those who could use a 

prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in faith through worship, study, and friendship. We 

welcome you as we seek to make a difference through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in 

need, and committing to racial equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are 

and wherever you are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here. 
 

 

+ GATHERING + 
 
 
Prelude:   
​ Choral​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       Joseph Jongen 
 
Welcome 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
From the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 
L:​ Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: ​ Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
L: ​ Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
C:​ Amen. 
 
L:​ Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
​ Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 

everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Your steadfast love fills the earth.  
C:​ Your steadfast love fills the earth.  
 
The water is lifted.  
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L: ​ Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and 

rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in 
you. You are the fountain of resurrection. We bless you for these gifts of water: the 
Schuylkill and Delaware rivers, which flow into the Delaware Bay. Your steadfast love fills 
the earth.  

C:​ Your steadfast love fills the earth.  
 
L:​ Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power: Noah’s family and the 

animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well. The Israelites escape through the 
sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. The Ethiopian eunuch is washed in the 
waters of baptism, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. Your steadfast 
love fills the earth.  

C:​ Your steadfast love fills the earth.  
 
L:​ Your love flows through water, calling all the baptized to live out their unique vocation in 

daily life, in the church, and in the world. Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with 
your love.  

C:​ Clothe us and all people with your grace.  
 
L:​ Pour out your Spirit upon the church that it may be: faithful in service, prophetic in 

witness, and missional in loving response to your world.  
C:​ Your steadfast love fills the earth.  
 
L:​ Satisfy the thirst of all with your living water, Jesus Christ, our risen Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C:​ Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today (ELW 365)
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Greeting: 
 
 L:​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C:​ And also with you. 
 
 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
L:​ Let us pray together...   
C:​ God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 

become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with 
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Anthem: 
​ Come, Ye Faithful​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        R. S. Thatcher 
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+ WORD + 
 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
L:​ A reading from Acts, the 10th chapter. 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears God and practices righteousness is 
acceptable to God. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​  
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Chant: George Thalben-Ball 
 
1Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 
2Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever." 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
15There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous: 
16"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!  
The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. 
18The LORD has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness;  
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate of the LORD; he who is righteous may enter." 
21I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation. 
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22The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24On this day the LORD has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
L:​ A reading from Colossians, the 3rd chapter. 
 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are 
on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is 
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
L:  ​ Word of God. Word of life.​  
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 
L:​ The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning and his clothing bright as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
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you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
L:​ The Gospel of the Lord.  
C:​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon: Rev. Jessica Zurcher 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 
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Apostles’ Creed:  
 
L:       ​With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
​ ​ creator of heaven and earth.  
​  
​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 
​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 
​ ​ he descended to the dead. 
​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 
​ ​ he ascended into heaven,  
​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
​ ​ and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
​ ​ the holy catholic church,  
​ ​ the communion of saints,  
​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, ​ ​  
​ ​ the resurrection of the body,  
​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
L:​ Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
 ​ Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. 

Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 
C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all 

the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful 
stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
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L:​ Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
war, violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and 
life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 

afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the 
Risen One. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 

resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory 
over death in word and deed. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 

resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful 
God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
 
The Peace of Christ:  
 
L:​ The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:​ And also with you.  
 
L:​ Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.  
 
 
Anthem: 
​ Crown Him Now with Alleluias​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      James Brighton 
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You are welcome to give by scanning the QR code, by visiting our church website, or by 
placing your offering in the offering plate. We are inviting you to give financially out of 

your heart and love for God. Our giving is a spiritual practice  
as part of our faith and discipleship. 

 
 

Offering Song and Prayer: We Are an Offering (ELW 692) 
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands, and the offering song is sung by all. 

 
 
L:​ Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

C:​ Amen. 
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+ MEAL + 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: 
 
L:​ The Lord be with you. 
C:​ And also with you. 
L:​ Lift up your hearts. 
C:​ We lift them to the Lord. 
L:​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: ​ It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places​give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 
all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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L:​ When the time was right, O God, you sent Jesus  
To show us the way that we had lost.  
He healed the broken and fed the hungry.  
People of power feared him;  
People in need followed him.  
He invited those on the edges to come to the center.  
Wherever he went, he broke bread with those who needed him most. 
 
In the night before he died for us, 
our Lord Jesus gathered with faltering friends 
for a meal that tasted of freedom. 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
We remember that night Jesus spent with friends, 
and we feel his presence with us now. 
We ask God, through the Holy Spirit 
to bless these gifts we offer and share, 
making them Christ for us, 
and making us into Christ’s holy body. 
Together with all the church, we give you thanks: 
Creator, Redeemer, Spirit of love. 
Bind us together. Open our hearts. Grant us peace. 

C:​ Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer: 
 
L:​ Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
All are welcome to receive communion. Those online will be communed first. Then, ushers will dismiss 
you by row to come forward for communion. You may proceed down the center aisle to the front, where 
you may receive bread to dip into the cup. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice cups are available for 
those who prefer them. If you are unable to come forward but desire to receive, please let the usher 
know so that the Eucharist may be brought to you. If you do not wish to commune, you are welcome to 
come forward to receive a blessing and may indicate this by crossing your hands over your chest when 
you approach the minister. After you have received communion, please return to your seat using the 
side aisles. 

 
 

Invitation to Communion:  
 

L:​ Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
C:​ Amen. 
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Communion Hymns: Taste and See (ELW 493)  
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Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 

 
 
Post-Communion Prayer: 
 
L:​ Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C:​ Amen. 
 

+ SENDING + 
 
Benediction: 
 
L:​ God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:​ Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: Alleluia! Jesus is Risen (ELW 377) 
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Dismissal: 
 
L:​ Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: ​ Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
L:​ Go in peace. Share the Good News! 
C:​ Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
 
Postlude: 
​ Trumpet Voluntary​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Jeremiah Clarke​  
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43469  CCLI License #11289127 

 

Holy Trinity Easter Flowers 

We are grateful for these gifts, symbols of the resurrection, that enhance the beauty of 
our church this Easter morning. The following members of our community have given 

these beautiful plants to the glory of God: 
 
Pat Brubaker to celebrate spring and family and friendship. 
​  
Bob Catherman to the glory of God. 
 
Gloria Eichner in memory of Orion, Martin, and Ori. 
​  
The Engelhard Family in honor of AJ, Royce and Grampa Steve. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Gramma and Grampa Brunner. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Aunt Jeanne. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Aunt Fran. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Trevor Binner. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Gerald and Nicole Pisano. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Doris Jane. 
The Engelhard Family in memory of Pastor Harvey. 
​  
The Folk Family in loving memory of their parents, Fred and Marilyn Hicks and Bob and 
Udine Folk. 
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In Loving Memory of “GG”, Great-Grandmother Doris Jane Starankovic, given by 
Josephine Grace Sozer. 
 
Mark & Dee Jaye Frye in honor of Christine Frye, Brendan and Josephine Grace Sozer. 
 
Mark & Dee Jaye Frye in loving memory of their parents, Mary Ann Mullany, Henry Frye, 
and Robert and Doris Jane Starankovic. 
 
Anne and Ben Hoffman in loving memory of their parents and Louise. 
​  
Lisa Lundgren in memory of John Bolotin.  
​  
Bruce & Dorothy McCluskey in honor of their grandchildren Liam, Maya and Luke. 
​  
Catherine Sargent in memory of her parents and brothers, Bill and Joe.  
​  
Susan Snow and Barry Amole in honor of 2026 High School Graduates, Joshua Simms and 
Leila Drain, their grandchildren. 
​  
Rev. Diana Vidlak in loving memory of her mother Mae Smith and her brothers Robert 
and Ron. 
 
Rev. Diana Vidlak in honor of her brother Jerry Vidlak. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
NarbEarth Day 
Saturday, May 2, 2026 | 12pm-4pm | Narberth Park - Volunteers are needed to staff our Giving 
Garden/Trellis Food for All table at the event. If you are interested, please let Pastor Jessica or 
the church office know. Come on out and learn about Narberth's green initiatives! 
 
Ascension Day Service 
Thursday, May 14, 2026 | The service will be held at Reformation Lutheran Church in Media, 
beginning with food at 6:30pm, followed by the service at 7:30pm. All are welcome! 
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Barb Grimaldi Meal Packaging Event - SATURDAY, MAY 16th at 9:30am 
We will gather to package 20,000 emergency meals for The Grace Food Bank in Mantua. Please 
contact the church office at holytrinitynarberth@gmail.com or 610-664-5503 if you plan to 
attend. 
 
We also need your financial support to make this happen. Please consider donating online at 
holytrinitynarberth.org. Checks can be made out to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church with "Barb 
Grimaldi Meal Packaging Event" noted in the memo line. Checks can be mailed to the church 
office at 196 Woodbine Ave. Narberth, PA 19072, or simply placed in the offering plate at 
worship. Thank you.  
 
Meet with Pastor Jessica 
Pastor Jessica would love the opportunity to meet with you and get to know you better. If 
you’re interested in scheduling a conversation, please reach out to Pastor Jessica after worship, 
by phone 301-412-8989, email pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org, or Calendy 
calendly.com/pastorjessica. 
 
 
Holy Trinity’s Prayer List 

Jan Doan 
Mark Frye 
Ben Hoffman 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Bettina Chavanne (friend of the McCluskeys) 
Sharon Neall (Hall family member) 
Beth Brady (Kristine DelMonte’s co-worker)​
Norma DelMonte (Tom’s mother) 
The Houghs (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Linda Baldi-Boyd 
Marbury Hooey 
John & Rosemary (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Margie (Jan Doan’s friend) 
Joseph Davis 
Heinrich Mengel (cousin of the Hoffmann Family) 
Louise Jackson (cousin of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Fran (friend of Dorothy McCluskey) 
Tara Echelmeier Dolan (friend of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Ann Dixon (friend of the Hoffmans) 
David Segermark (Kristine DelMonte’s father) 
Jane S. (friend of Pat Brubaker) 

Ken Ackerman (Carl Ackerman’s father) 
Grace Vanartsdalen (friend of Bruce and Dorothy 

McCluskey) 
Ellen Mitchell (sister of Mary Williamson) 
Bob Fuhrmeister (grandson of Bob Catherman) 
Anthony Fuhrmeister (great-grandson of Bob 

Catherman) 
Steve Crews (Kim’s father)  
The Lim family (friends of the Princes)  
Cheryl Kurpiel and Family (friends of the Frye Family) 
Cestare family (Extended family of Kim) 
Bob Gamble (friend of Bruce & Dorothy McCluskey) 
Joe Prince & Greg Savoy (loved ones of the Princes) 
Deborah deHeyman and family (friends of Holy Trinity) 
Katy Olsen (Pat Brubaker’s niece) 
Lori Chambers (friend of Mark and Dee Jaye Frye) 
Laurie & Wayne (friends of Pat Brubaker 
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