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You are a child of God and you are welcome here: whatever your faith commitment, experience, or level of 

doubt, mental or emotional health, physical abilities, financial or employment status, race, ethnicity, or primary 

language; whatever your gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation. We welcome you whether 

you are a parent or caregiver; whether you are a fussy baby, an energetic toddler, a ‘tween, or a teen; whether 

you are an inquisitive young adult, exhausted adult, or wise senior citizen; whether you are single, in a 

relationship, married, divorced, or widowed; whether you struggle with an addiction to drugs, alcohol, or 

anything else. ​We welcome you however you found us: on the internet, from your neighbor or friend, or passing 

by our Giving Garden. We welcome those who hurt and those who celebrate, those who worship every week or 

just this once, and in whatever you choose to wear. We extend a special welcome to those who could use a 

prayer right now. We welcome you to join us as we grow in faith through worship, study, and friendship. We 

welcome you as we seek to make a difference through combating food insecurity, ministering with those in 

need, and committing to racial equity. And we welcome you to help us be fully open to all. Whoever you are 

and wherever you are from, you are a child of God and you are welcome here. 
  

 
+ GATHERING + 

 
 

Prelude 
​ Arioso in A​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       J. S. Bach 
 
 
Welcome  
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness: 
 
L: ​ Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 

C:​ Amen. 
 
L:​ Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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L:​ Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C: ​ you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

L: ​ The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C: ​ Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW 314) 

 
 
 
Greeting: 
 
L:​ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: ​ And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise:  
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Prayer of the Day: 
 
L:​ Let us pray together...  
C:​ Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through  

your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find 
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
L:​ The first reading is from the prophet Isaiah, the 49th chapter. 

 
 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; 
  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
 The LORD called me before I was born; 
  while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
  in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow; 
  in his quiver he hid me away. 
 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my cause is with the LORD 
  and my reward with my God.” 
 
 5 And now the LORD says, 
  who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him, 
  and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
 for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, 
  and my God has become my strength— 
 6 he says, 
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 
 7 Thus says the LORD, 
  the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
  the slave of rulers, 
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“Kings shall see and stand up; 
  princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
 because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

L:​ The Word of the Lord. 
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 40:1-11 
The Psalm will be read responsively by verse. 
 
 1 I waited patiently upon the Lord, 
  who stooped to me and heard my cry. 
 2 The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, 
  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 
 3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
  many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 
 4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! 
  They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.  
 5 Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us, none can be 
compared with you! 
  Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can count. 
 6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; 
  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.  
 7 And so I said, “Here I am; I come. 
  In the scroll of the book it is written of me: 
 8 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
  your law is deep within me.’ ” 
 9 I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; 
  I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know. 
 10 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and 
your deliverance; 
  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly. 
 11 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; 
  may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
L:​ The second reading is from 1 Corinthians, the 1st chapter.  
 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
  2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 
of every kind 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you 
are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
L:​ The Word of the Lord. 
C:​ Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  
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Gospel Reading: John 1:29-42 
L:​ The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.​  
C:​ Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know 
him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have 
seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 
 
  35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus 
walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What 
are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, 
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
L:​ The Gospel of the Lord.  
C:​ Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon: ​ Jessica Zurcher, Pastor-elect 
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Hymn of the Day: By All Your Saints (ELW 421) 
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Apostles’ Creed:  
 
L:       ​With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C:​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
​ ​ creator of heaven and earth.  
​  
​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.  
​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 
​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 
​ ​ he descended to the dead. 
​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 
​ ​ he ascended into heaven,  
​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
​ ​ and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
​ ​ the holy catholic church,  
​ ​ the communion of saints,  
​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, ​ ​  
​ ​ the resurrection of the body,  
​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People: 
 
L:​ As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to work 
together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer 
of society, whose birth we remember this week. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer.  
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L:​ Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, endangered  
species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by natural disasters. 
Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who speak 

truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for people in 
need. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or illness. 

Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all people may have 
abundant life. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our mission and 

guide our ministries in this community. Kindle in us a desire to help one another. 
Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the faithful 

departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to 
face. Merciful God, 

C:​ receive our prayer. 
 
L:​ Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 

whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
 
The Peace of Christ:  
 
L:​ The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:​ And also with you.  
L:​ Let us share a sign of peace with one another, as you are comfortable.  
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Offertory Anthem 
​ Jesus Christ the Apple Tree​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Elizabeth Poston 
 
 

You are welcome to use this QR code if you wish to donate online, or to go to 
our church website. 

 
 
Doxology & Offertory Prayer: 

 
 
L:​ God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:​ Amen. 
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+  MEAL  + 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: 
  
L:​ The Lord be with you. 
C:​ And also with you. 
L:​ Lift up your hearts. 
C:​ We lift them to the Lord. 
L:​ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:        It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
L:​ It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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L:​ Holy, mighty, and merciful God, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

L: ​ In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke  
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this  
for the remembrance of me. 

  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This  
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
L:​ Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C: ​ Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer: 
L:​ Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 ​ Our Father, who art in heaven,  
​ hallowed be thy name,  
​ thy kingdom come,  
​ thy will be done,  
​ on earth as it is in heaven.  
​ Give us this day our daily bread;  
​ and forgive us our trespasses,  
​ as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
​ and lead us not into temptation,  
​ but deliver us from evil.  
​ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
​ forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion:  
L:​ Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C:​ Amen. 
 
Communion Song:​ 
​ Lamb of God​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Twila Paris 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
L:​ God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with  

Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your  
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in  
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:​ Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 

 
+ SENDING + 

 
Benediction: 
 
L:​ The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C:​ Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: We Are Marching in the Light (ELW 866) 
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Dismissal: 
 
L: ​ Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Grow in faith, make a difference, be open to all.  
C:​ Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Postlude 

“Little” Prelude and Fugue in B♭​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     J. S. Bach 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #43469  CCLI License #11289127 

 
 
Happy Birthday to: Henry Folk (1/20) and Ben Hoffman (1/20). 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25th 
On the 25th after worship, we will be gathering as a congregation to discuss the year 2025 and 
look forward to how we can grow in faith, make a difference, and be open to all in 2026. Join 
us in-person if you can, but as usual those on Zoom will have voice and vote as well.  
 
Meet with Pastor Jessica 
Pastor Jessica would love the opportunity to meet with you and get to know you better. If 
you’re interested in scheduling a conversation, please reach out to Pastor Jessica after worship, 
by phone 301-412-8989, or email pastorjessica@holytrinitynarberth.org. 
 
Staying informed 
If you have an upcoming event or announcement and wish to include an article in our weekly 
newsletter, please reach out to the church office. 
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Holy Trinity’s Prayer List 
Jan Doan 
Ben Hoffman 
 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Bettina Chavanne (friend of the McCluskeys) 
Sharon Neall (Hall family member) 
Beth Brady (Kristine DelMonte’s co-worker)​
Norma DelMonte (Tom’s mother) 
The Houghs (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Linda Baldi-Boyd 
Marbury Hooey 
John & Rosemary (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
Margie (Jan Doan’s friend) 
Joseph Davis 
Heinrich Mengel (cousin of the Hoffmann Family) 
Louise Jackson (cousin of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Fran (friend of Dorothy McCluskey) 
Tara Echelmeier Dolan (friend of Julie Ackerman) 
Mary Ann Dixon (friend of the Hoffmans) 
David Segermark (Kristine DelMonte’s father) 
Jane S. (friend of Pat Brubaker) 
Ken Ackerman (Carl Ackerman’s father) 
Grace Vanartsdalen (friend of Bruce and Dorothy McCluskey) 
Ellen Mitchell (sister of Mary Williamson) 
Bob Fuhrmeister (grandson of Bob Catherman) 
Anthony Fuhrmeister (great-grandson of Bob Catherman) 
Steve Crews (Kim’s father)  
The Lim family (friends of the Princes)  
Cheryl Kurpiel and Family (friends of the Frye Family) 
Cestare family (Extended family of Kim) 
Bob Gamble (friend of Bruce & Dorothy McCluskey) 
Joe Prince & Greg Savoy (loved ones of the Princes) 
Deborah deHeyman and family (friends of Holy Trinity) 
Katy Olsen (Pat Brubaker’s niece) 
Lori Chambers (friend of Mark and Dee Jaye Frye) 
Laurie & Wayne (friends of Pat Brubaker) 
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